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Hello Everyone,

Warmest Greetings! It’s good to be back. Thank you for the warm welcome which 

I have received. It is my eighteenth year here at SMMPS and I really do feel like I 

have come home! I am deeply appreciative of your welcome. I am very excited 

and proud to be able to return to SMMPS as Principal.

I am most grateful to Anthony D’Amico who led our school as Principal with 

strength and commitment over the past three terms; together with Aaron Kuras, 

Jennie Monaghan and the whole staff team, who joined with Anthony ensuring 

our school continued to flourish. I look forward to continuing working with them 

and the team as we forge ahead and further build our school as a great place to 

be for kids, staff and parents.

As Principal of our school, I believe the children need to know me and in doing so 

learn to trust me as being there for them; ensuring they are safe, happy and 

learning. Relationships with all members of our school community are at the 

core of my leadership.

All members of our school community must pay attention to attitudes and 

relationships. We are all challenged to embrace the authentic mission of the 

Church, which calls us to build a community in which everyone works, learns and 

plays in a climate that is "permeated by the Gospel Spirit of freedom and 

love." (Congregation of Catholic Education 1988 n.1.)

Staying Connected No.1, 6th February, 2025

St. Mary MacKillop Primary School is committed to child safety. We believe all students deserve, 

as a fundamental right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.

We believe God created us in his own image (Genesis 1:27). We have no 

choice, therefore, but to respect all people and to treat them well. This is an 

absolute 'must' for me.

I return with a spirit of hope, prosperity and happiness. I return with 

thoughts, words and actions. I return with energy, strength and ideas. I 

return confident that St. Mary MacKillop will continue to inspire our 

community. 

As we move into the new school year, we look to the writings of St. Mary 

MacKillop for inspiration,

“I am full of hope in God who has been so good to us all.” 28.11.1898

Have a happy year everyone!

Warm regards,

Anthony McCluskey

Principal

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/
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• From time to time our children forget to bring their lunch to 

school or a lunch order is ordered for the wrong day and we ask 

parents to bring in the missing lunch. In order to continue with 

our healthy eating expectations we ask that parents do not bring 

in take away food such as McDonalds, KFC etc. If you do need to 

purchase lunch for your child we ask that you purchase things 

such as sushi, sandwiches or wraps. 

• The School opens at 8.30am and children can enter the classroom 

at 8.50am. Please do not drop children off prior to 8.30am. If 

you need to bring your child to school before 8.30am please book 

them into the before school hours program.

• St Mary MacKillop is a ‘Smoke Free Zone’ and smoking on the 

school grounds in not permitted. According to the law, ‘The 

Tobacco Act 1987 bans smoking or vaping on school premises or 

within 4 metres of any pedestrian access point to school 

premises.’ Please do not smoke or vape on the school grounds.

• If your child needs to bring a mobile phone to school it must be 

handed into the teacher in the morning where it will be stored 

in a secured location and returned to them in the afternoon.                      

Please refer to the Mobile phone policy on the school website.

• As there is no supervision on the playground area and the oval are 

in the morning, these areas are out of bounds and children are 

not to play on the playground or the oval before school.

• The front drive through area between the Church and the School 

operates as a drive through zone only before school.

• Due to a few near misses, those who wish to park and bring

their child into class must use the back car park area.

There is now no parental parking in bays outside the front of 

the Church.

WELCOME

We warmly welcome a number of new staff to our team. 

Anne-Marie Aprile (Year 6 teacher), Isabella Aranza (Year 5 teacher), Charmaine Calleja
(LSO), Bronte Cini (Year 2 teacher), Vanessa Deluca (Year 5 teacher), Melanie Gallagher 
(Year 2 Teacher), Adrian Purgaric (Year 6 teacher)

We trust they will experience the warmth and welcome of our wonderful school community.

Scholastic Book Club

This week your child will be receiving Scholastic Book Club issue Number 1. 

Should you wish to purchase a book, please remember all orders are to be 

completed and paid for online via Book Club LOOP, we Do Not take orders or 

payments at school. Closing date for this issue is 10am Wednesday, 

12/2/25. Thank you for supporting the school as 15% of every purchase on 

Book Club goes back to our school in Scholastic Rewards to buy valuable 

educational resources that benefit your child.

REMINDERS

• The basketball court is used as a carpark in the morning and afternoon. 

The safety of our children is of utmost importance and therefore I ask 

that you take extra care when driving in the carpark areas. The speed 

limit is 5km per hour and there is to be no double parking at all. 

Please only park in the designated parking spots and 

do not park on the artificial turf or in pedestrian 

walk ways. Thank you for taking the safety of 

our children seriously. 
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Upcoming Events 2025

Term 1: 31 January-04 April

Friday 07 February

2026 Prep Enrolments Open

Tuesday 11 February

Parent Teacher Conversations

3.30pm to 6.00pm-normal school day

Thursday 13 February

Parent Teacher Conversations

12.30pm to 6.00pm (school finishes at 12.00pm)

Wednesday 19 February

9.30am Prep 2026 Information Session and Tour

Tuesday 04 March

9.30am Prep 2026 Information Session and Tour

Thursday 06 March

9.30am Prep 2026 Information Session and Tour

Upcoming Events 2025 continued….

Wednesday 12 March to Monday 24 March

Year 3 and 5 Naplan

Tuesday 01 April and Wednesday 02 April

School Photos

Thursday 03 April

Year 3 Reconciliation-more details to come

Friday 04 April

Last day of Term 1-All Students finish @ 1pm

2025 Term Dates

Term 1: 31 January-04 April 2025

(Good Friday 18 April-Easter Monday 21 April)

Term 2: 22 April-04 July 2025

Term 3: 21 July-19 September 2025

Term 4: 6 October-16 December 2025

(Year 6 finish Friday 12 December)
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