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Hello Everyone,

I  trust your children have settled into the school year well and they are 
adjusting to the routines of school day which starts from arising in the 
morning. It’s a big world for our children to navigate. Our job as educators, 
working in partnership with you, the parents, is to support them as they 
make their way forward and begin to find their place in the world. The 
dynamics of relationships beyond the security of the home is a challenge 
for all of us, let alone young children. We need to model the way and be 
there to listen to them and support them in any way we can.

Our attitude to the day can influence a child significantly. If a child is 
greeted with a smile in the morning, they are more likely to smile and have 
a good day. The messages we give children with words and with 
expressions embed in a child’s mind. Our responsibility as parents and 
educators is immense.

Of  great concern is the impact of social media on children. Unfortunately, 
the messages children receive from social media are often more profound 
than what we teach them. 

We must be available to our children. We need to put down our phones 
and spend time with our children. We need to let them run free and play 
outside, rather than them be online from the moment they arrive home.

Online bullying is a major crisis in the world today. Do your children really 
need to be in online chats?  Monitor their use of devices and know what is 
going on for them in these contexts. This bullying happens after hours, as 
many controls are in place at school. Check in regularly and make sure 
everything is okay.

We will focus on keeping our children safe in further newsletters.

‘Make kindness the norm.’

I work with the Year Six children as their Faith and Life Coach. Our theme for 
this term is ‘Make kindness the norm’. We are exploring what kindness looks 
like. The children are currently constructing a matrix which outlines and 
reminds them of a number of simple acts of kindness which they can practice 
every day. I will publish this matrix when it is completed.

What we do know is that any act of kindness, no matter how big or how 
small can make a difference, especially when done intentionally.

We can look to St. Mary MacKillop who was the epitome of kindness. We 
know that Mary never saw a need without doing something about it.

http://www.mmkeilordowns.catholic.edu.au/
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SCHOOL CAPTAINS 2025

We congratulate our recently elected School Captains for 2025. 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS 2025
• Aidan Atkinson
• Amelia Clements
• Zulum Ikediashi

VICE-CAPTAINS 2025
• Mietta DeLuca
• Briana De Vellis
• Alyssa Georgiou

These six outstanding young people have a crucial role in supporting me in leading the school. 
Their insight provides greater clarity around what needs addressing in our school and most 
importantly they are called to live by the example of St. Mary MacKillop who said, “We must 
teach more by example than by word”.

In acknowledging our elected captains, I also congratulate the other 10 applicants who 
applied for the roles.  Any of the nominees could have done the job. They were all excellent 
applications as they are all fine young people.

We are truly blessed to have such a wonderful Class of Year Six Students 2025. 

We will be presenting the 2025 Captains with their badges at our School Assembly at 9:00 
am on Monday 24 February. All are welcome to attend the assembly which is held every 
week at this time.

REST IN PEACE

We were saddened to hear that Fr. John O’Reilly passed away on Friday 7 February 2025. Fr. 
O’Reilly was known to many of you. He was a good man and a visionary leader. He was Parish 
Priest of Sacred Heart, St Albans for many decades. He was responsible for the foundation of a 
number of our neighbouring schools; Emmaus in Sydenham, Cana in Hillside, Holy Eucharist in 
St Albans South, St. Paul’s in Kealba, the Federation of Catholic Regional College, and our very 
own school, (St.) Mary MacKillop, Keilor Downs. Catholic education and many Catholics in the 
North Western suburbs of Melbourne owe this great priest a debt of gratitude for his pastoral 
care and vision that has seen so many children and young men and women educated in 
the Catholic tradition. May his soul rest in peace as he receives the heavenly reward he so 
deserves.

“May God be praised for all things.” (Mary MacKillop 23.02.1870)
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Warm regards,

Anthony McCluskey
Principal

Have a good week everybody.
Principals Awards 2025

2025 Term Dates

Term 1: 31 January-04 April 2025

(Good Friday 18 April-Easter Monday 21 

April)

Term 2: 22 April-04 July 2025

Term 3: 21 July-19 September 2025

Term 4: 6 October-16 December 2025

(Year 6 finish Friday 12 December)
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• If your child needs to bring a mobile phone to school it must be 

handed into the teacher in the morning where it will be stored 

in a secured location and returned to them in the afternoon.                      

Please refer to the Mobile phone policy on the school website.

• As there is no supervision on the playground area and the oval are 

in the morning, these areas are out of bounds and children are 

not to play on the playground or the oval before school.

• The front drive through area between the Church and the School 

operates as a drive through zone only before school.

• Due to a few near misses, those who wish to park and bring

their child into class must use the back car park area.

There is now no parental parking in bays outside the front of 

the Church.

REMINDERS

• The basketball court is used as a carpark in the morning and afternoon. 

The safety of our children is of utmost importance and therefore I ask 

that you take extra care when driving in the carpark areas. The speed 

limit is 5km per hour and there is to be no double parking at all. 

Please only park in the designated parking spots and 

do not park on the artificial turf or in pedestrian 

walk ways. Thank you for taking the safety of 

our children seriously. 

• From time to time our children forget to bring their lunch to school or a 

lunch order is ordered for the wrong day and we ask parents to bring in 

the missing lunch. In order to continue with our healthy eating 

expectations we ask that parents do not bring in take away food such 

as McDonalds, KFC etc. If you do need to purchase lunch for your child 

we ask that you purchase things such as sushi, sandwiches or wraps. 

• The School opens at 8.30am and children can enter the classroom at 

8.50am. Please do not drop children off prior to 8.30am. If you need 

to bring your child to school before 8.30am please book them into the 

before school hours program.

• St Mary MacKillop is a ‘Smoke Free Zone’ and smoking on the school 

grounds in not permitted. According to the law, ‘The Tobacco Act 1987 

bans smoking or vaping on school premises or within 4 metres of any 

pedestrian access point to school premises.’

Please do not smoke or vape on the school grounds.
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Upcoming Events 2025

Term 1: 31 January-04 April

Tuesday 04 March

9.30am Prep 2026 Information Session and Tour

Thursday 06 March

9.30am Prep 2026 Information Session and Tour

Wednesday 12 March to Monday 24 March

Year 3 and 5 Naplan

Tuesday 01 April and Wednesday 02 April

School Photos

Thursday 03 April

Year 3 Reconciliation-more details to come

Friday 04 April

Last day of Term 1-All Students finish @ 1pm
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