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Ash Wednesday: The Beginning of Lent

As we step into the season of Lent, our journey begins with Ash Wednesday, a time 
of reflection. This day marks the start of the 40-day Lenten season, a time of prayer, 
fasting, and giving as we prepare our hearts for the celebration of Easter.

The Meaning of Ash Wednesday

On Ash Wednesday, many Christians receive ashes on their foreheads in the shape 
of a cross. This powerful symbol serves as a reminder of our human mortality and 
the need for repentance. The priest or minister typically says, "Remember that you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return," or "Repent and believe in the Gospel."
These words call us to reflect on our spiritual lives and seek a deeper connection 
with God.

The ashes used in the service come from the burned palm branches from the                 
previous year’s Palm Sunday, linking the celebration of Jesus' triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem with the beginning of His journey to the Cross.

I have talked to the children at Assembly, and in particular our Year Six children, 
about Lent being a time when we can grow in our friendship with Jesus. We talk to 
our friends and we listen to our friends; so, it makes sense that we talk to Jesus and 
listen to him. My words to the children are very much an invitation to prayer, so 
that they may seek a deeper connection to Jesus.
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Lent is a season of spiritual preparation, lasting 40 days, mirroring Jesus’ time of fasting 
and prayer in the desert. It is a time for us to grow in faith, strengthen our relationship 
with God, and focus on self-discipline.

Christians observe Lent through three key practices:

1. Pray – Deepening our faith through reflection, reading Scripture, and spending 
more time in prayer.

2. Fast – Giving up certain luxuries or habits as a way of drawing closer to God and 
focusing on spiritual nourishment rather than material comforts.

3. Give – Performing acts of charity, such as helping those in need, donating to good 
causes, or simply showing kindness to others.
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How Can We Observe Lent as a School Community?

As a school, we are encouraged to walk this Lenten journey together by 
incorporating these values into our daily lives. Here are a few ways we can 
embrace the spirit of Lent:
• Participating in school-wide prayer services and Masses-
• We celebrated Mass and the distribution of Ashes on Wednesday.
• Committing to acts of kindness and service
• Encouraging personal prayer and reflection 

Lent is not just about giving something up; it is about becoming closer to 
God and growing in love, faith, and compassion. As we begin this season, 
let us take this opportunity to reflect, renew, and prepare our hearts for 
the joy of Easter.

May this Lenten season be a time of spiritual renewal and grace for all in 
our school community!

Have a wonderful week everybody

Anthony McCluskey
Principal

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS

In my work with the Year Six children as their Faith and Life Coach; we have been 
exploring the concept of kindness. Through reading books with the class around the 
topic of kindness, through discussion, reflection and feedback we have come to 
understand the place of kindness in making our world a better place.

The Year Six children have constructed a poster listing a series of Random Acts of 
Kindness, which they are encouraged to live out each day. This poster is to be 
published and displayed around the school to remind all of us to be kind!
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• If your child needs to bring a mobile phone to school it must be 

handed into the teacher in the morning where it will be stored 

in a secured location and returned to them in the afternoon.                      

Please refer to the Mobile phone policy on the school website.

• As there is no supervision on the playground area and the oval are 

in the morning, these areas are out of bounds and children are 

not to play on the playground or the oval before school.

• The front drive through area between the Church and the School 

operates as a drive through zone only before school.

• Due to a few near misses, those who wish to park and bring

their child into class must use the back car park area.

There is now no parental parking in bays outside the front of 

the Church.

REMINDERS

• The basketball court is used as a carpark in the morning and afternoon. 

The safety of our children is of utmost importance and therefore I ask 

that you take extra care when driving in the carpark areas. The speed 

limit is 5km per hour and there is to be no double parking at all. 

Please only park in the designated parking spots and 

do not park on the artificial turf or in pedestrian 

walk ways. Thank you for taking the safety of 

our children seriously. 

• From time to time our children forget to bring their lunch to school or a 

lunch order is ordered for the wrong day and we ask parents to bring in 

the missing lunch. In order to continue with our healthy eating 

expectations we ask that parents do not bring in take away food such 

as McDonalds, KFC etc. If you do need to purchase lunch for your child 

we ask that you purchase things such as sushi, sandwiches or wraps. 

• The School opens at 8.30am and children can enter the classroom at 

8.50am. Please do not drop children off prior to 8.30am. If you need 

to bring your child to school before 8.30am please book them into the 

before school hours program.

• St Mary MacKillop is a ‘Smoke Free Zone’ and smoking on the school 

grounds in not permitted. According to the law, ‘The Tobacco Act 1987 

bans smoking or vaping on school premises or within 4 metres of any 

pedestrian access point to school premises.’

Please do not smoke or vape on the school grounds.

2025 Term Dates

Term 1: 31 January-04 April 2025

(Good Friday 18 April-Easter Monday 21 April)

Term 2: 22 April-04 July 2025

Term 3: 21 July-19 September 2025

Term 4: 6 October-16 December 2025

(Year 6 finish Friday 12 December)
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Upcoming Events 2025

Term 1: 31 January-04 April

Monday 10 March

Labour Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 12 March to Monday 24 March

Year 3 and 5 Naplan

Tuesday 01 April and Wednesday 02 April

School Photos

Thursday 03 April

Year 3 Reconciliation-more details to come

Friday 04 April

Last day of Term 1-All Students finish @ 1pm
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Scholastic Book Club

This week your child will be receiving Scholastic Book Club issue Number 

2. Should you wish to purchase a book, please remember all orders are 

to be completed and paid for online via Book Club LOOP, we Do Not take 

orders or payments at school. Closing date for this issue is 10am 

Wednesday, 12/3/25. Thank you for supporting the school as 15% of 

every purchase on Book Club goes back to our school 

in Scholastic Rewards to buy valuable educational resources that benefit 

your child.


